Big Bertha

In May we will bring home baby pigs to raise in our pastures.

In addition to those piglets, Gail likes to farrow a sow each spring.
Mostly for the fun of it.

It is nice to have a sow with a litter on the farm.

Most years | buy a bred gilt.

A gilt is a female pig that has not yet produced a litter.

Just as a heifer is a young female cow that has not had a calf.

This spring | bought an experienced sow.

She is over two years old and has produced several litters with great success.
This pig was shown at the State Fair two years ago.

She is purebred Yorkshire.

She was bred to a Berkshire.

Both of those hog breeds are heritage breeds that originated in England.
Yorkshires are always white.

They were developed in the 1830’s by crossing a North England breed with a white Chinese breed.
Berkshires are mostly black.

They normally have white stockings and a white snout.

They too were developed in the early 19™ century by crossing English and Asia breeds.

Berkshires are especially docile.

They were the breed kept by the Royal family when they farmed.

Because white is a dominant color in pigs, the piglets that Bertha produces are very likely to be all white
like her.



For many years, Gail has named her sow, Beatrice.
Ella says this one must be named Bertha.

She is huge.

Not overly fat, muscular, calm, and gentle, but enormous.
She weighs well over five hundred pounds.

She is due at the end of May.

Right around our Spring Farm Day.

Bertha settled in quickly.

She is lounging in her own private shed and pasture.
She will have the best summer of her life.

Tom



