
BRICKTON. 
 
The town of Brickton was two miles north of 
Princeton. 
The Minneapolis and Manitoba Railroad 
Company built a line that ran north from Elk 
River to Milaca. 
Brick making began there in 1889 based on a 
unique cream-colored clay. 
At the peak in 1902, five brick companies had 
yards there. 
One of those companies was even named the 
Cream Brick Company. 
In 1902 alone, twenty million bricks were 
shipped from Brickton. 
It at least two hundred men and two hundred 
horses were employed at the peak. 
Brick making in Minnesota was seasonal 
work so many of the men and most of the 
horses found work in the lumber industry in 
northern Minnesota in the winter. 
Brickton’s charcoal plants drew firewood to 
feed its kilns from 30 to 50 miles. 
Brickton had its own Post Office from 1901 
until 1928. 
The Town produced four million bricks in 
1928, but that was the last full season of 
operation.  
The clay suitable for bricks ran low, wood for 
the kilns was hard to find, and the market for 
bricks collapsed with the Depression. 
No doubt the machinery was moved to other 
brick-clay deposits, the hundreds of wooden 
structures were either moved away, torn 
down, or allowed to rot back into the earth. 
Two miles north of Princeton, on the east side 
of highway 169, there is a small sign marking 
the location of Brickton. 
Otherwise, nothing remains to memorialize 
the decades of feverish work that was done 
there by men, horses, and machines.  
 
 
The chimney to the right was built of 
distinctive yellow bricks from Brickton in the 
early 1890s. 
The chimney was inside our old house on 
Snake River Farm about twenty-five miles 
from Brickton. 
The cabin was moved a half mile in 2023, to the Kragero School yard.  
The Brickton cream colored bricks, and log cabin are on display there. 
 
Tom Barthel  


