2024 First April Piglet

We planned for five hogs to
farrow (give birth) in April.
The first produced nine
heathy piglets on
Wednesday morning.

This is that mom'’s first
offspring, so nine is a good
litter.

Female pigs who have not
given birth are called gilts.
After giving birth, they are
SOWS.

We kept four gilts from last
June’s litter for breeding,
because their sow was
calm and an especially
good mother.

Canyou find all nine in the
photos?

Two are significantly
smaller.

Thatis common.

Itis crucial that each piglet
can select a nipple very
soon after birth.

Juan and Janelle, who care
for these pigs, report that
this sow has sixteen
nipples.

Each piglet selects and
sticks with an individual
nipple until weaning.

The first photo was taken very soon after birth.
The sow is on her left side.

The two smaller newborns are mostly brown,
toward the upper right.




The piglets are resting in the second photo.,

Notice that the pigs have full bellies except the one on the left who is trying to nurse.
The sow is on her right side in this photo.

The piglets are resting in the photo.
Notice that the pigs have full bellies except the one on the left who is trying to nurse.

Tom.



