
Hogs grazing canola on November 2nd in central Minnesota. 
 
This crop was planted in April.  
I broadcasted oat, radish, clover and canola seed with a hand seeder.  
Then it was disked and packed with horse drawn equipment. 
Canola, a Brassica, is in the same family as turnips, mustard, cabbage and many other broad 
leaf vegetables.  
This canola variety was developed in Canada and has an unusually high frost tolerance.  
We have had more than 20 nights of frost, some in the teens, and it is still green and 
growing.  
It is high in protein and fat.  
A good food source for hogs on pasture. 
Through the summer, this herd of pigs rotated through the entire pasture twice.  
The pasture segments are separated by easily moveable electric fence.  
A single electrified wire holds hogs that are trained to electricity and well fed.  
No fence holds hungry pigs. 
The largest of the hogs weigh about 400 pounds.  
They will be harvested in a month 
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Hogs and Cattle on November 2nd, in central Minnesota. 
The electric wire was moved and the hogs were allowed into this patch of canola a few 
minutes ago. 
Notice the cattle in the background.  
They too are well fed.  
The cattle have green grass even though it is November in Minnesota.  
In addition, they have their choice of locally grown upland grass hay, local alfalfa hay and 
high-quality crested wheat grass hay from eastern Montana. 
These animals are living well.   
Tom. 
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