
How home sawn lumber is made  
 
With this article, I intend to show how home sawn lumber is made from logs grown on this farm. 
We started with a pile of about ten such red oak logs.  
All rough-cut victims of oak wilt. 
Showing a log set up and after an initial cut has been made.  
The mill hydraulics can rotate logs 90 degrees at a time. 
Terry using a "peavey', a classic logger's tool to roll a 1000-pound log into the mill. 
Terry cutting a 1-inch-thick board with a wane edge (bark). 
The wane cut board can be trimmed, or used as is for attractive barn siding. 
Next, he will roll the log and square it by cutting off a slab of the remaining bark. 
Now that the log is trimmed, Terry is cutting the first wide plank.  
Note this first board still has a wane edge (bark). 
Terry showing a fresh cut, red oak board.  
He is now set to cut about 15 more such 1 x 13-inch boards from this log. 
This type of mill uses a band saw.  
The thin band wastes less wood than a traditional large toothed circular blade. 
Note the fine sawdust.  
Edge cuts and waney cut scraps.  
Mostly firewood. 
The Final Pile of Rough Sawn Lumber. Planks, 1 inch siding, 2x4s, 2x6s. 
Tom. 
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