A 2011 letter about bison class in Hermosa

Well, that sounds pretty good too.

Be sure to have a really nice party afterward.
I’ll let you guys decide.

Love

Dad

From: shanbinlhp@comecast.net [mailto:shanbinlhp@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2011, 4:59 PM

To: Tom Barthel

Cc: gail wilkinson; Sarah Barthel

Subject: Re: Fall Farm Day, Saturday, September 24th.

Crap. We were just going to have a horse drag your ashes around the property while a guy plays cowboy songs on
his guitar for us.

----- Original Message -----

From: "Tom Barthel" <tbarthel@clarus-medical.com>

To: "gail wilkinson" <gaildw@yahoo.com>, shanbinlhp@comcast.net, "Sarah Barthel" <skortmansky@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 6, 2011, 9:33:48 PM

Subject: FW: Fall Farm Day, Saturday, September 24th.

| don’t know this lady but I’'m thinking she might be a good choice for giving the eulogy at my funeral.
Love
Dad

From: Olson, Leigh Ann [mailto:LOlson@Briggs.com]
Sent: Monday, June 06, 2011, 8:46 AM

To: Tom Barthel

Subject: RE: Fall Farm Day, Saturday, September 24th.

Hi Tom,~

Just wanted to tell you how much | enjoyed reading your South Dakota “story!” | love history and found it very
interesting and entertaining. Although I’ve never met you, you appear to be a man of great depth and knowledge
and I’m looking forward to meeting you sometime in the near future. | know Karla Rud thinks highly of you and your
farm, and I’m convinced she’s right (we bought our house from her father-in-law, and they live on the same street
as we do). Anyway, | hope you and your family have a great summer!

Leigh Olson

From: Tom Barthel [mailto:tbarthel@clarus-medical.com]

Sent: Friday, June 03, 2011, 9:55 PM

Subject: Fall Farm Day, Saturday, September 24th

Hello Friends, Neighbors and Customers

Mark September 24 on your calendar. That is the Fall Farm Day at the Snake River Farm.
It was rainy on May 21st, Spring Farm Day, but even so the turnout was pretty good

We had a good time.

| know many more of you intended to come by your letters, but | understand you staying home given the weather.
It rained until around 1:30 and then we got three hours of gorgeous.

Sunny with a fine breeze.

The wagon rides were delightful.



Folks who came at noon were dressed in winter boots and stocking caps but everyone was in shirt sleeves by mid-
afternoon.

Remember, our events are always on, rain or shine.

On days when the weather is not so good, we get to spend more time visiting with folks.

There are compensations.

Concerning fall 2011 orders, we are sold out as you know but | expect that everyone who has placed an order, even
those on the waiting list, will have their orders filled.

We were able to increase our number of hogs, and it seems that | will be able to do the same for beef.

| will send an order confirmation with the August newsletter.

What follows is general commentary and not necessary reading by any means.

| am writing this letter in Hermosa, South
Dakota where | am attending a class on low
stress animal handling

As you know that is something we practice
and feel strongly about at Snake River Farm.
This course is targeted at bison handling, a
particularly challenging topic because
bison are not domestic animals like horses,
hogs and cattle.

| suppose the course instructors are the
cattle equivalent of “horse whisperers”.
The secret to low stress handling is really
understanding and going with the natural
instincts of the animals.

Those instincts are not so easy to know,
however.

To make it more confounding, our natural
instincts are as a predator, and that is a bad
match.

| drove through Dakota on Thursday, mostly
on state and county roads.

| do so every chance | get.

That is perhaps uncommon as | have often heard people say what a boring drive it is.

To me, the fields, grasslands, farmsteads, machines, herds and views are a joy to see.

| suppose that is why | am the farmer in this letter.

In any case, at least 50% of the farm fields of eastern Dakota were still too wet to plant.

That is hard on farmers, but it will be hard on food prices also.

| drove through Pierre.

It was jammed with trucks hauling sand for dikes.

Apparently the up-stream reservoirs of the Missouri are over-filling.

Had to climb over sandbags to get into a McDonalds. (They have clean restrooms and good coffee.)

| have been traveling to Dakota for some years now to attend courses offered by the Dakota Territory Bison
Association.

This course is interesting.

| have studied and practiced low stress animal handling for years, but as in most things, the more | learn the more |
do not know.

The course is at the 777 Ranch.

| have mentioned this ranch before as itis a popular movie site.

The bison scenes for Dances with Wolves were shot here.

The ranch is south of Rapid City near Hermosa.

Itis about 44,000 acres, just east of the Black Hills and west of the badlands.

| mentioned Moritz, the ranch foreman, in a runaway bison story last winter.

The ranch is owned by Mimi Hildebrand.




She also owns the famous Prairie’s Edge store in Rapid City.

The store has an incredible offering of Native American Art.

A side benefit of these events is the people | get to meet and know.

John and Judith Blackfeather are Sioux Indians.

They raise bison on their private ranch on the Pine Ridge Reservation.

John spent his working career building cars.

Judith, who has an advanced degree in public health, was a high-level manager for the Health Service.
Judith spent some of her career in Washington, D.C.

They are retired.

In fact, John turned 75 today.

John’s great grandfather traveled to Europe with Buffalo Bill and his Wild West Show.

You may recall that several of the Indian actors died in Europe.

They succumbed to common diseases for which they had no immunity.

That number included John’s ancestor.

Some years back, John had his grandfather’s remains returned and buried on the “res” as Judith calls it.
It was in the papers.

Francisco is a Chilean with US (dual) citizenship.

He works from May to October as a hand on the 777 and then returns to Chile to run his own Patagonian guide
business.

If you are planning a Patagonian adventure, let me know. | can hook you up.

Chad Kramer is a native Minnesotan.

His brother Chris raises bison in Minnesota and is on the Board of the Minnesota Buffalo Association with me.
Chad is the bison herd manager for Custer Park.

He is the guy who arranges the annual Custer bison roundup and auction.

| get to ride around the park with him in his pick-up.

That’s a big deal for a Minnesota hog farmer. This photo was taken in Custer Park’s Bison prairies.

Apparently, | could go on and describe most of the dozen or so members of this class as they are pretty much all
interesting characters.

But | won’t. This letter is long enough.

It’s a good life.  Enjoy your summer.

Tom



