
Marlow then Surge Milking 
Machines 
 
The first milking machines 
that I recall were Marlow’s.  
Pa bought the 1947 model 
milkers and the necessary 
compressor.  
The Marlow milker got its 
name from the designer J.C. 
Marlow.  
The Marlow factory was in 
Mankato, MN.  
I found a 1947 ad that Pa 
surely read long ago. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pa switched the more popular 
Surge milking machines by 1955.  
There was a Surge dealer in Elk 
River.  
Pa had me store the Marlows 
above the 1949-50 milk room, 
where they stayed several 
decades.  
Jim recalled that Pa brought one 
Marlow milker back into service 
for use with cows whose udder 
hung too low for the Surge 
machines.  
Pa’s two Marlows are now in our 
farm museum.  
 
After I left home Pa got a pipeline 
system but milked with the Surge 
machines. 


