At the Minnesota Grown booth 2021 The first day of the Minnesota State Fair.

We enjoy staffing the Minnesota Grown booth each year on the first day of the Fair.

No Fair last year of course.

It was fun to be back.

We choose the first day because everything is fresh and green.

The vendors and workers are fresh too.

We bring different young helpers each year although granddaughter Ella always joins Gail and |.
This year, Ella’s friend and farm helper Kaylee Erickson came along.

The leaders of the Department of Agriculture seem to show up on the first day.

We had a nice chat with Commissioner Thom Petersen and Deputy Commissioner Andrea Vaubel.
The Department of Agriculture, at least at the state level, is not particularly political.

The folks that work there are good, dedicated, public servants.

Gail would want me to mention that we are not really concerned with government ag policy.
Except for being members of Minnesota Grown, our farm is essentially “off the grid”.

Most farm programs do not pertain to us.

We do not choose to participate in those that might.

Life is freer and simpler that way.

Our shift was only four hours, so we had plenty of time to enjoy the Fair.

| have traveled a lot but “people watching” is the absolute best at the Minnesota State Fair.
Our species, especially at this event, is just amazing.

Best regards.

Tom

MINNESOTA GROWN

Gail, Ella and Kaylee,



