Neighbors visited yesterday.

Our good neighbors, Clint and Colleen, drove their one-horse open sleigh over for a visit.

April 15, 2018, was great for sleighing. We had a good, old-time blizzard for a couple days. The calendar
says it should be spring, but it certainly is not.

Clint and Colleen live a mile or so away. Their land adjoins ours on our southwest side. We have been
neighbors for at least 30 years.

The horse is a Rocky Mountain mare. Rocky Mountain horses are known for rugged good health, calm
behavior, an affinity for people and an ability to do well in mountain climates.

Of course, the breed was developed in the US, but not in the Rockies. It was actually developed about
125 years ago in Kentucky, from western horses.

This horse is apparently camera shy.

Clint and Colleen have several Rockys. Horses of this breed have a unique, smooth, four-step gait called
a “single-foot”.

They are exceptional trail horses. Clint also trains them to drive.

This horse is twelve years old and has produced four offspring.

The sleigh is an old one, restored to beautiful condition. Clint rebuilt it with some new metal struts, new
wood, new seat covers, and an excellent paint job.

The blanket-hide is caribou.

Gail happened to be out doing some chores when the neighbors pulled up.

We chatted a while and shared sips from a fine homemade liqueur. Neighbor George dropped a bottle
off some days ago. George and his wife Anna are recent Polish immigrants. The liqueur is a combination
of vodka, honey and whatever else George added. The honey came from George’s bee hives.

A tasty and warming beverage.

We will repay George and Anna with new maple syrup.

It is a good life. Best regards. Tom







