
Our Snake River Farm swine family. 
 
For many years we 
have purchased 
most of the pigs 
we raise as 
weaned piglets.  
We specialize in 
growing hogs on 
special pastures 
on a diet that 
produces happy 
pigs with terrific 
taste.  
Birthing pigs is a 
different business segment called “farrowing”.  
For many years we have farrowed only one sow each Spring, but that was mostly for fun. 
Locating over 100 healthy, humanely raised, natural piglets each Spring has been a huge challenge. 
Last year our new farmers, Juan, Samantha, and Janelle, asked if we could birth our own piglets. 
The timing was good.  
That year our one sow happened to be the most 
prolific and gentle-natured mother pig I had ever 
seen. 
We kept several of her daughters (gilts) and mated 
them to a gorgeous young, purebred Hereford boar.  
In the meantime, we bought used farrowing 
equipment and Juan converted the barn on the 
original farmstead to farrowing pens and piglet 
nursery.  
Those gilts produced 30 excellent pigs in May. 
We raise close to 150 pigs for sale to our customers 
each year.  
Juan plans to farrow two groups of eight hogs next 
Spring.  
One group will farrow late February and March, and 
the second group to farrow in April and May. 
To avoid inbreeding we had to find a new boar.  
We purchased a beautiful, purebred Red Wattle 
boar from a family near Chatfield, Minnesota. 
The Red Wattle Hog is a breed of domestic pig 
originating in east Texas.  
It is named for its red color and distinctive wattles. 
Red Wattle hogs are known for their gentle nature, 
outdoor hardiness, and foraging activity on pasture. 
Purebred Red Wattle pigs are red in color with a fleshy “wattle” attached to each side of the neck.  
0These wattles are a single-gene characteristic with no known purpose; they usually pass to crossbred offspring. 
The first photo shows six of the gilts (yes, six gilts) with Red Wattle in the center.  
They are foraging in a delicious patch of small grains, legumes, and brassicas that Janelle planted in early Spring. 
Off-hand I recall that paddock includes oats, wheat, barley, sunflowers, red clover, white clover, radishes, turnips 
and canola. 
The second photo is a close-up showing the red wattle on the right side of the young boar’s head. 
The third photo shows two fine, six-month old gilts foraging along with the boar.         
Best regards.        Tom. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


