
Spring at Snake River Farm, 2020 
 
Each winter I reduce the number of animals on the Farm to a minimum.  
I do that for at least two reasons.  
To give me some time to write and rest, and to make it possible for us to leave the Farm for winter 
travels. 
Each Spring, we repopulate the Farm. 
Today is a rainy day.  
So, I had some time to take photos. 
The ducklings arrived this week.  

 
Sixty of them.  
They are White Pekins.  
When they get about six weeks old, we will move them to the pasture and pond that they share with the 
geese. 
 
 
 



Twelve goslings arrived also.  
In a few days, when the ducklings and gosling are both well started, we will put them together in the 
same pen.  
These are White Embden geese. 

 
Ducks and geese get along well together, but the primary reason we do that is so the geese can help 
protect the ducks from predators. 
Geese are aggressively defensive.  
They tend to frighten off many predators including raptors. 
If they live with the ducks from an early age, they identify with the ducks and will try to protect them. 
Ducks unfortunately are passive prey much like chickens.  
They will hide but when attached they seldom fight back. 
 
 
 



In addition, we acquired four geese that are six weeks old. 
The two grey geese are probably Toulouse.  
 

The two white geese with disorganized feathers are probably Sebasopol. 
It is my hope that these four older, larger geese will be effective at protecting the other goslings and 
ducklings at an early age. 
The largest goose is named Jeffrey.  
He is quite bossy and assertive.  
That is good. 
We surround the waterfowl pasture with electrified mesh fencing.  
That is 100% effective at protecting the birds from ground predators.  
Unfortunately, that does nothing to protect them from eagles.  
We add overhead netting, but the eagles have learned to get around tha 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The turkey chicks arrived a week ago.  
They will spend their first two months in a totally enclosed outside compound.  
Then they will be allowed to pasture.  
The turkey’s primary predator is owls, which attack at night.  
They will be locked safely in their compound every night. 
The turkeys are Broad Breasted Bronze. 
 



 
We also raise a small number of chickens for our family.  
These are only a few days old.  
We grow a Cornish-Rock cross that is commonly raised for meat. 
A few years ago, we raised hundreds of chickens for customers.  
We had to stop raising chickens in volume because that attracted too many raptors, especially eagles. 
We can only protect a small number of chickens from predators. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
The piglets arrived a couple weeks ago.  
One hundred and fifty of them, divided into several pastures. 
These pigs came from Hutterite farms in South Dakota.  
They are a four-way cross, primarily Yorkshire.  
They are mostly white. 
They will have a delightful summer and fall. 
In the photo, this group is taking a mid-morning nap. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Each year we like to acquire a pregnant pig.  
This Landrace gilt will farrow around the end of May. 
Landrace are known to be gentle mothers who tend to produce large litters. 
This pig is quite calm and sociable. 
Gail always names our sow, Beatrice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gail’s four ewes are due any day now, and they look it. 
These are crossbred sheep that are primarily Katahdin.  
Katahdin sheep were developed to not require annual shearing since wool has very little commercial 
value. The older ewes may produce twins or even triplets 

We also bought ten extra lambs.  
These are mixed, meat breed sheep.  
We will combine the two flocks as soon as the “yet unborn” lambs get established.  
The lambs are resting after a morning of grazing in their protected pasture. 
The flock will then be rotated through special pastures around the farm.  
The sheep flock will do a good job of de-brushing overgrown areas. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
The cattle herd is growing rapidly.  
The white and brown heifer in the foreground is exceptionally calm and friendly.  
She has taken the lead when I call the herd. 
I occasionally buy a pregnant beef animal.  
This heifer is due in the summer. 
I select beef animals for the qualities that customers need, but I like a colorful herd. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The bison have produced four calves thus far.  
I think there will be a couple more. 
Both the beef and bison herds are in lowland pastures waiting for rain to grow the upland paddocks. 
It has been dry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We keep ten horses for riding and driving. 
We do not eat them of course but I should mention a new addition. 
Gail’s horse Jiminy has gotten too old to ride. 
Gail found a new horse.  
A four-year-old Paso Fina.  
Paso Fina are smooth gaited horses.  
Currently he is named Roy.  
The Amish farm where we picked him up is near Bagley, close to Roy Lake. 
We got him from an Amish farmer named Mervin.  
He said he had a twin brother named Marvin. 
He came from a family of twelve and had another brother named Merlin. 
He had twelve kids of his own.  
A delightful family.  
He promised to visit us sometime. 
Roy is a beautiful Buckskin with an excellent temperament. 
A friend named RaeAnn is helping train him. 
 

 



There are at least six bunnies in this photo.  
They are about a week old. 
You should be able to see one clearly.  
There is a grey one just left of him.  
Then several more to the left side of the photo.  
Look for their grey tipped ears. 
 

 
 
 
Spring is a busy time here. 
Best regards. 
Tom 
 
 
 
 


