2024 Summer Tours FFA and SFA.

The Glencoe-Silver Lake, Future Farmers of America (FFA) visited the Snake River Farm yesterday.

The Sustainable Farming Association (SFA) visited us last Saturday.

The FFA students pulled up in a big yellow school bus at 9 a.m.

These educational visits generally start with lecture around the campfire. | always think the talk will be short, but it
always runs well over an hour with questions. Gail and Janelle help me more and more with that.

We talk about soil regeneration, pasture management, silvopasture and savanna restoration, animal handling, and
dozens of related topics.

Then Janelle takes the group on a walking tour of the immediate farmstead. That focuses on hogs, hog paddocks
and how she seeds and manages those paddocks, sheep, lambs and poultry.

Next is a wagon ride to tour the farm pastures, with stops at the bison and cattle herds. This year with the farrowing
that Juan and Janelle have started, there is also a stop at the old farmstead to see that and the hog breeding herd.
Juan normally dries the tractor for the wagon ride, but he drove off to a Canadian fishing trip after helping set things
up for the day. Grandson Saul is a good tractor driver, so | asked him to drive.

Janelle and Samantha rode along as tour guides. Janelle, who manages the bison and cattle with Juan, does an
excellent job of speaking at the stops.

From start to finish the talks and walks and tour takes three hours more or less depending on questions.

The FFA students were particularly keen on tasting bison, Gail prepared a great lunch of grilled bison burgers,
beans, and her special potato salad. The burgers were sensational.

After lunch the class had time to play on the swing set, visit the farm museum over the barn, and to walk 150yards
to the old school. Samantha guided them at the Kragero School.

They left at 2 p.m. for Canterbury Park.

The SFA visit the week before was quite similar, but we forgot to get photos.

Samantha and Gail took these photos. Bestregards, Tom.
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Tom talking to
the group. The
middle student
onthe bench,
Brody, is the
grandson of my
cousin. Does
that make Brody
my second
cousin “once
removed”? He
has been here
for Family
Reunions.
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bright pink
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right are
thistles.



You are looking at a restored silvopasture. Ten years ago, the trees and brush were solid. We cut the brush along
with countless red oaks, elms and box elder trees. We left only white oaks and maples. Along with the bison herd
we have produced a highly productive pasture with lots of wildlife. This particular area is now to red headed
woodpeckers.
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Gail often puts the Farmall tractor book that | wrote and published out when groups visit. Several of the young men
were especially interested. You can read it on The Snake River Farm website. https://www.thesnakeriverfarm.com/
Others are making smores over the campfire.



https://www.thesnakeriverfarm.com/

Samantha guided the group to the old school.



Samantha opened the farm museum for the students.



A good photo of grandson Saul and Janelle.
Janelle and Juan are the primary farmers.



