
The graduating veterinarians from the U of M visited us Wednesday. 
 
The Veterinarian College professors have been bringing their students to visit us for at least ten 
years. 
In past years, the new vet class has included women and men.  
This class is all young women. 
Their instructor is our good friend, Dr Perle Zhitnitskiy, DVM, MSpVM.  
In the photo,  
Dr Zhitnitskiy is most distant, wearing sunglasses. Gail took the photo. 
Normally, the class is split between large animal care (farm vets basically) and small animal care 
(pet vets).  
This year’s class are all headed for small animal care except one.  
She already had a job with the USDA. There is a growing shortage of farm animal veterinarians. 
As in the past, we begin with a talk about our farm and farming methods, especially animal 
handling.  
That takes an hour or more around the campfire. The young vets had a lot of excellent questions. 
Then we strolled around the farmstead to visit five paddocks of pigs, two paddocks of sheep and 
lambs, poultry in ponds and runs, and a small group of recently purchased cattle, still in 
quarantine. 
Janelle spoke about our written animal health protocols. 
Then Janelle took the group on a wagon ride to see the bison herd. 
She gave them an excellent talk at the bison herd.  
People always have many questions about bison. 

I was impressed with how sleek the bison were after only one month on this spring’s lavish grasses. 
Janelle had earlier locked the herd in the viewing paddock.  
Juan and Samantha were on a cattle buying trip this day. 
Best regards, Tom 
 


