
Thom Petersen the Minnesota Commissioner of Agriculture 
 
Thom Petersen, the Minnesota Commissioner of Agriculture, stopped by this afternoon. 
He lives on his horse farm near Pine City.  
He was on his way home from a meeting in St. Cloud. 
Although the Governor appoints the Commissioner of Ag, it is not a particularly political job. 
It is more of a “service” job.  
The Commissioner tends to the health and prosperity of Minnesota’s farmers and the safety 
of Minnesota’s foods.  
As far as I understand it, the job requires a lot of listening, talking and problem solving.  
Gail and I have personally known only the two most recent Commissioners.  
Both have impressed us as good, hardworking public servants. 
Gail suggested that we chat with the Commissioner outside around the campfire.  
That was perfect.  
In the photo, from the left; Gail, Janelle, an old farmer, Granddaughter Hazel, Commissioner 
Thom Petersen. Blake. 
Best regards. Tom  

 
 


