
Watusi Cattle pastured with Longhorns and Bison. 
 
We drove to Arkansas in January, in part to see these huge horned cattle and their behavior 
when kept with bison.  
They are actually an American breed of domestic cattle named Ankole-Watusi.  
The Ankole-Watusi derives from Sanga cattle of east and central Africa.  
They were imported to the United States about 70 years ago.  
Around 1960 a foundation herd was started by crossbreeding with an unrelated Canadian 
Sanga bull.    
By 2016 the total number for the breed was approximately 1500 animals.  
About 80% of the Ankole-Watusi are in the United States. 
In east-central Africa, their huge-horned ancestors are primarily status symbols.  
I suppose that could be said about US herds also. 
The cattle in the background are Texas Longhorns which are relatively more common in the US.  
Several bison are resting in the background also. 
All three are members of the “genus” Bos, which includes wild and domestic cattle, and bison. 
The three species get along well.  
They are all well able to defend themselves 
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This is a Texas Longhorn.  
A breed that descended from Spanish domestic cattle that escaped in the 1500’s.  
 
What breeds fall under Bos taurus? 
Beef Taurus (Bos Taurus Taurus) refers to cattle of European origins.  
Breeds such as Angus, Hereford and Charolais are some of the better-known varieties. 
All of which are adapted to cooler climates. 
 
Bos Indicus refers to any of several breeds of Indian cattle. 
Especially a large American, heat and tick resistant, greyish humped breed, evolved in the Gulf 
States by interbreeding Indian cattle and now used chiefly for crossbreeding. synonyms: 
Brahma, Brahman, Brahmin. types: zebu. 
 
The Ankole-Watusi is a modern American breed of domestic cattle.  
It derives from the Ankole group of Sanga cattle breeds of east and central Africa.  
It is characterized by very large horns. 
 
The Ankole-Watusi derives from cattle of the Ankole group of Sanga cattle breeds of east and 
central Africa.   
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Bos Bison Bison 
The plains bison (Bison bison bison) is one of two subspecies/ecotypes of the American bison. 
The other being the wood bison (B. b. athabascae).  
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