
We visited Pioneer Equipment Company. 

 
 
Pioneer is an Amish company that manufactures horse drawn farm machinery.  
They are in a heavily Amish and Mennonite region of Ohio.  
I have purchased horse drawn equipment from them since 1993.  
Pioneer is a family owned company.  
It is the largest manufacturer of horse machinery in North America.  
Pioneer occupies a large building on a farm about three miles from Kidron, Ohio.  
We entered the building beneath a sign that read “Office.”   
A friendly young man named Steve greeted us.  
Steve is one of seven sons of the founder.  
Many years ago, I ran across a small mail order catalogue from Pioneer.  
I wrote and asked about the equipment that I desired.  
Steve’s dad wrote back.  
He asked me to call him at 11 a.m., on a weekday.  
It turned out that at that time the Amish did not allow telephones in their homes.  
Actually, they probably do not even now.  
Steve’s dad would stand by a pay phone each workday at 11 to take calls. 
Steve took us on an impressive tour of the factory.  
About 20 Amish men were working there.  
The Amish make most of their equipment from basic steel stock.  
Plows, discs harrows, forecarts, wagons, sleds and more.  
That means a lot of cutting, drilling, shaping, and welding.  
Each workman had a large workspace where he built complete machines.  
There were drill presses, welders, and hand tools but no automation.  
Henry Ford would not have been at home in this factory. 
Each workman made some thing. Not just a part of a thing 
Gail took photos but not of the Amish people.  
The Amish eschew personal photos.  
Horse drawn machinery is not frozen in time.  
There are new developments and inventions every year.  
One of the most important improvements is called a “forecart.”  



I have included several photos of a forecart in use on our farm.  
A forecart allows a team of horses to be easily hitched to common farm machines.  
Machines that were originally designed to be hitched to a tractor.  
Any number of horses can be used.  
Forecarts can be built with brakes.  
No one seems to know exactly who invented the forecart.  
It was developed by the Amish several decades ago.  
Pioneer has built and sold thousands.  
I have two on our Snake River Farm.    
Steve is a good PR man. 
He explained that being Amish is not so much a religion as a culture or a way of life.  
The Amish are conservative.  
They are very selective about new technology.  
For examples, they have a telephone and computers in the Office but do not use email.  
They use computer spreadsheets to track inventory but do not use the Internet.  
The Amish prefer manual labor and skill to automation.  
We make similar choices.  Tom  
 
 
Repairing Blue Bird houses with Saul and a Forecart 
 
 

 
 
 



Disking using a Forecart 
 

 
 
Seeding with Mustangs using a Forecart 


